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tated the Munich Conference of 1938 and the actual out-
break of hostilities in September of last year, thrown down
the gage of battle to British Imperialism. There are yet those
who shy at the word 'Imperialism' and who question whether
the British Imperialism, saved by the men of 1914-18, is a
benefit to the British or to the world, and whether to-day it
is worth similar sacrifices. There are those Socialists who,
having no real experience of the Empire and being the slaves
of a phrase, can only interpret British Imperialism in its
Moscow, proletarian sense of 'the economic exploitation of
the coloured colonial peoples by the London capitalists3!
And some timorous Conservatives have consequently grown
fearful and ashamed of the words 'Empire * and 'Imperial*.
The truth, however, about British Imperialism, while far
from affording grounds for complacency, does give every un-
biased and non-ignorant person who cares for human pro-
gress cause for considerable satisfaction. Were the British
Empire simply a materialistic affair for business purposes,
very few would be found to volunteer to come from the
furthest Antipodes to fight and die for it, since an empire
which has no moral justification for its existence is doomed.
But men in three successive wars in the last forty years have
volunteered and come from the ends of the earth to fight and
die for it, because, in fact, it is the opposite of any such pagan
conception. The keynote of the Christian, in contrast with
many other religions, is the infinite value it insists upon for
each individual human soul, no matter how humble or de-
formed or of what colour the body may be. And it is precisely
this essential Christian principle to which, with varying de-
grees of success, it is none the less honestly sought to give
expression both judicially, administratively, and politically
in the form of civilization which flourishes throughout the
British Empire. The absolute equality before the law of all *
classes, creeds, and persons is a special characteristic of
British Imperial rule. In no country in the world have the
Social Services, or care for the individual by the Administra-
tive Services, reached the level attained in Britain, The de-
gree to which the franchise in the United Kingdom has been
extended, even if too widely in some respects, does attempt